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Wood storks were first observed nesting in South Carolina in 1981. That year 11 nesting
pairs fledged 14 young. Surveys of wood stork nest numbers and chick production have
continued for 25 years. '

Last year, an all-time high number of 2,069 nesting pairs were estimated to have fledged
5,016 young. This year, however, only 2,798 young were estimated to have fledged from
the1,419 nests that were counted.

In south Florida, large scale nest abandonment results when excess rain floods feeding
areas. The low flat topography results in all or nothing seasons. This is not the case in
South Carolina. Storks nesting here forage on a variety of habitats including: river flood
plain, tidal wetlands, isolated wetlands and waterfowl impoundments. As a result, storks
can shift their foraging areas in response to different water levels over our greater
topographic relief. :

Most of the annual variation in nesting is related to early season weather conditions. A
combination of cold temperatures, wind and rain can cause extensive early season losses.
That appeared to be the case this year.

Thank you for your continued cooperation that make these surveys possible and for
assisting in the recovery of the endangered wood stork in South Carolina. Please call or
write for any further information or guidance.
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