August 11, 2005

Mr. James M. Landreth, Vice President
Fossil and Hydro Operations

South Carolina Electric and Gas Company
111 Research Drive

Columbia, South Carolina 29203

Attn: William R. Argentieri

Subject: Comments on First Stage (Initial) Consultation Document
Saluda Hydroelectric Project, FERC Project No. 516

Dear Mr. Landreth:

I have reviewed the Initial Consultation Document prepared by South Carolina Electric
and Gas Company (SCE&G) for the proposed relicensing of the Saluda Hydroelectric
Project, FERC No. 516, on behalf of the City of Columbia’s Parks and Recreation
Department, and submit the following comments and recommendations. We appreciate
the good will shown by SCE&G to undertake this relicensing process in a cooperative
manner. The public will surely benefit from the continued open exchange of ideas
regarding the valuable resources comprised in the Saluda Hydro Project.

Through our Whitewater Kids Club kayaking program, our department utilizes sections
of the Lower Saluda River frequently. With our involvement in the development of the
Three Rivers Greenway, we look forward to the day when we have a presence on the
banks of this State Scenic River. It is indeed a unique and valuable natural resource.

We support the Lower Saluda River Advisory Council in the recommendations made
through their corridor plans concerning the management of the Lower Saluda River, and
urge SCE&G to utilize the plans’ recommendations in the relicensing process. They
represent a “comprehensive plan for improving, developing, and conserving the
waterway” (as described in the Federal Power Act, 16 USC Section 803) and should be
used by the FERC and SCE&G to define conditions for the operation and management of
Project 516. Both the plans represent a consensus among a diverse population of the
river’s recreational users, citizens, landowners and resource managers.

Issues of Importance in the Relicensing the Saluda Hydro Project

The Parks and Recreation Department believes the following issues are of importance in
the management of this river, and therefore the relicensing of the Saluda Hydro Project.







